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Distance Learning Grant Received
By Roane County Schools

Morgantown, WV — March 23, 2006: Roane County Schools held a celebration
ceremony on March 22, 2006 at the Roane County High School to commemorate their award of
a Distance Learning Grant. USDA Rural Development State Director Rob Steptoe and Field
Representative Ron Mellon from Washington, DC, were on hand to congratulate the public
school system and present them with the funds. Roane County Schools Superintendent Stephen
Goffreda and David Kinison, Roane County Schools Assistant Superintendent and Chief
Financial Officer, represented the school system.

Roane County Schools was one of three recipients to be awarded Distance Learning and
Telemedicine Grants in the State of West Virginia. Nationwide, there were 79 recipients of these
highly competitive program grant funds. This particular entity was awarded $485,825 to enable
VOIP interactive learning. Wireless mobile learning labs will be purchased for each elementary
school which will be supplemented by notebook PCs, also whiteboards and digital projectors for
teachers.

Roane County’s six campuses will be the end-user sites. Over 2,500 students and faculty, as
well as the county’s entire population of 15,627 will benefit directly from this project.

Federal and State Government officials, stakeholders and potential grant recipients were in
attendance and joined in this celebration. Among those present were representatives Dot
Underwood from Governor Joe Manchin’s office, Shirley Dissen from Congresswoman Shelley
Moore Capito’s office, Terry Williams — Mayor of Spencer, Roane County Commissioner John
Greathouse, Board of Education President Richard Boggs, Delegate Bob Ashley, Pam Hoppe -
WYV Office of Technology, Board of Education members and several Roane County High School
principals, assistant principals, students, teachers, parents, and staff.

The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program is designed to enhance educational and health
care services in rural America. During the past five years, USDA Rural Development has
invested over $4.6 billion in telecommunications programs across America.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the
quality of life in rural communities. Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for
rural development needs and administers program assistance through its rural housing programs,
rural business programs, and rural utilities programs. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,

Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Further information on USDA Rural Development may be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. In West Virginia, call 1-800-295-8228 to be put in touch with
the appropriate personnel serving your county. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202.720.2600 (voice and TDD).
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Caption for attached photo: Pictured (I to r): Accepting the Distance Learning Grant award
on behalf of Roane County Schools is Superintendent Stephen Goffreda and Assistant
Superintendent/CFO David Kinison. Presenting the award is West Virginia USDA Rural
Development State Director Rob Steptoe.



